
Revisiting our mission
Why does WCGS exist?
As we anticipate this year’s move to our new campus, it’s an appropriate time to revisit 
the question of why WCGS exists: what is our mission and purpose going forward? 
During the past six months, we have examined our mission statement with the goal of 
ensuring that it is an entirely accurate reflection of who we are and that it is relevant for 
2010 and beyond.

We sought the input of parents, faculty, staff, and Board members. Many parents gave 
input through an online survey and told us clearly that they liked our current statement 
and didn’t feel it needed much revision. Faculty and staff met together to discuss it, and 
Board members weighed in with suggestions. There was recognition by all involved that WCGS was founded on the 
Word of God and that remains paramount in all of our teaching and instruction.

As we prepare for our move to the new campus, the Board, administration, faculty, and staff are thoroughly 
committed to staying true to the authority of God and His Word as reflected on the cornerstone verse: “The fear of 
the Lord is the beginning of knowledge” (Proverbs 1:7).

In their February meeting, the Board of Directors adopted the following statement on the recommendation of the 
administration and executive committee:

“Wheaton Christian Grammar School exists,
under the authority of God and His Word,

to educate, train, and nurture children
for godliness and excellence,

equipping them to engage and transform their world for Jesus Christ.”

Our updated mission statement speaks to who we are and what we desire to be as a school. While our location will 
change, our dependence on God and His Word will not change!  Please pray and join with us as we implement and live 
out our mission daily before our students.

Meet student Ally Teagle: 
Athlete, musician, and part

of a family tradition at WCGS

It seems that life as an eighth 
grade student at WCGS keeps 
Ally (Allison) Teagle rather busy. 
In addition to playing on the 
volleyball and basketball teams,  
serving as a manager for the 
eighth grade boys’ basketball 
team, playing the viola – and 
serving as an officer – in the 
orchestra, and participating in 
the company of this year’s spring 
musical, she also finds time to 
apply herself as a diligent student. 
Her favorite classes? Literature 
and Spanish. Her assessment 
of WCGS? “The teachers are 
amazing.”

Ally’s parents are no strangers to 
WCGS. Her mom, Donna (Moore) 
Teagle, graduated from WCGS 
(’83), as did her siblings David 
and Debbie. Her dad, Jay Teagle, 

previously taught and coached 
at WCGS and is currently a 
public school teacher in Huntley. 
Their decision to send Ally and 
siblings Amanda and Jayson to 
WCGS was based on Donna’s 
“completely positive” experience 
at WCGS, and what Jay observed 
while teaching here: the Christ-
centered environment.

“We had no hesitation,” 
summarized Donna.

When asked what she would 
tell prospective students 
about WCGS, Ally responded 
enthusiastically, “It’s a safe haven, 
a really great environment!” Ally’s 
had strong preparation at WCGS 
and looks forward to attending 
Wheaton Academy this fall. 
We’ll miss you, Ally!

Steve Clum, 
Head of School

Relocation Timeline
Takes Shape!

We need your prayers for our 
new campus!
The move to a new campus is not just a change of 
address, it’s a spiritual journey.

This is God’s school. It’s His project.

“For nothing is impossible with God.” (Luke 1:37)

Would you join us in prayer? We’re completely dependent 
upon the Lord for the completion of this project.

PRAY for the continued safety of our construction crews.

PRAY that our faith would be strengthened through this 
process.

PRAY that we will stay on schedule for completion.

PRAY for a miracle: that God will move in the hearts of 
His people to give the additional $4.6 million needed to 
complete the project.

PRAY that the building would be fully paid for by the start 
of school next year and that we would have no mortgage.

(Look for more praise and prayer points at our website.)

You’ll find much more news and many more photos at our website:

www.wheatonchristian.org.

Taking children
“By The Hand”
Mike Rogers
Principal

I previously wrote about the
importance of both rigorous 
academics and rigorous faith at WCGS. If you will 
allow me to connect the head with academics, and 
the head with faith, I’d like our Chalkboard readers to 
know some of the ways in which we connect hands 
with service.

Scripture repeatedly instructs us to bear fruit as 
a witness of our faith, while it warns us of the 
consequences of being a dead branch. One new way 
in which WCGS students are bearing fruit this year is 
through our partnership with By The Hand (BTH), an 
after-school program with an emphasis on academics 
and a commitment to nurturing the whole child—mind, 
body and soul. Founded in Cabrini-Green and located 
strategically throughout some of Chicago’s most 
impoverished neighborhoods, BTH nourishes kids 
physically, spiritually, and academically.

Every month, more than twenty of our junior high 
students, along with some staff and parents, travel to 
the Austin neighborhood and serve as much-needed 
role models as they assist kids in grades 1-5 with 
homework while they share their lives and model their 
faith. Our students are serving as the hands of Jesus 
as they labor in a part of His vineyard that is often 
neglected and with tragic results.

If you’ve been involved at WCGS for any length of 
time, you know that bearing fruit through service is 
an important emphasis with our students. Whether 
it’s our ongoing assistance to the homeless through 
PADS, our regular involvement in local ESL classes, 
music team visits to nursing homes, or this new 
outreach in the inner city, we desire that each of our 
students has an opportunity to make an impact on 
their world.

“This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, 
showing yourselves to be my disciples” (John 15:8). 
To God be the glory!

 ⁕ We know many of you want to 
 “say goodbye” to our current building. 
 We’ve  set aside Saturday, May 15 from 
 9 a.m.  to 1 p.m. so you can take a “walk 
 down memory lane.” Watch for more details!

 ⁕ Tours of the new campus:
 On the same day, Saturday, May 15, we’ll 
 convene at 2 p.m. for the placement of the 
 Proverbs 1:7 cornerstone at our new building. 
 Guided tours will follow, concluding at 4 p.m. 
 Students, parents, alumni, and friends are 
 invited to attend.

 ⁕ First day of school announced:
 Tuesday, August 24, 2010,
 will be the first day of school at 
 our new campus,
 1N350 Taylor Drive, Winfield.

Our faculty (including kindergarten teachers Mrs. 
Lori Bode and Mrs. Cindy Kremers) visited our new 
campus recently and gave their classrooms an A+ for 
space, usability, and numerous technological features 
that will enhance instruction!

Did you know that we now offer full and half-day 
kindergarten formats?

Students will love – and benefit from –
the spacious new gym.

Relocation
Update



Briefly Stated 
OlYMpiC viSiTOR. A member of the U.S. 
Olympic speedskating team visited fourth 
grade students at WCGS prior to her trip to the 
Vancouver Olympics. Wheaton native Nancy 
Swider-Peltz, Jr. represented the United 
States in the 3,000m and Team Pursuit events. 
During her visit to the school, she told students 
how her faith in Jesus Christ influences her life 
as an athlete. 

BuildinG pROJeCT lauded. The 
Daily Herald newspaper noted the 2009 
groundbreaking for our new campus as one of 
their top stories for the year. 

KudOS fOR CluM. The Glen Ellyn/Wheaton 
Glancer publication recognized Head of School 
Steve Clum as among the “Most Admirable 
Residents of 2009” in their December 2009 
edition.   

We’ve HiT THe BillBOaRdS again this 
year, occupying a key location at the southwest 
corner of North Avenue and County Farm 
Road. The message is clear: join us this fall at 
our new campus! 

an eveninG Open HOuSe for prospective 
parents will be held on Thursday, April 15, at 
7 p.m. In addition, weekly “Drop In and Learn 
More” events take place on Tuesday mornings 
when school is in session, 9 – 10 a.m. 

ReHeaRSalS aRe undeRWaY for this 
year’s spring musical, “You’re a Good Man, 
Charlie Brown.” Tickets for the May 5-7 
production will go on sale in mid-April.  

STudenTS in aCadeMiC COMpeTiTiOnS. 
More than 40 students from grades one 
through six demonstrated their rhetorical skills 
on March 12 at the area ACSI Speech Meet. 
Our top spellers traveled to the ACSI Spelling 
Bee in January and garnered numerous 
awards. Great job, students!  

COnGRaTulaTiOnS to WCGS grads 
Marcey Wennlund (’06) and Joshua Lee (’07) 
who were Honorable Mention nominees in 
the 2009-10 Daily Herald DuPage County 
Leadership Team. This leadership team 
recognizes local youth who are giving back 
to their communities through service. Marcey 
attends Naperville North High School and Josh 
attends Wheaton Academy.

Our students and their 
families helped provide 
and pack supplies for 
orphaned and displaced 
Haitian children – all with 
less than 24 hour’s notice 
of the opportunity to help.    

Didn’t God Know About Our Weak Economy?
We all know that 2009 was a tough year for our economy.  In December, the unemployment rate stood at 
10 percent, twice as high as the average rate during the previous ten years.  Yet, in spite of this economic 
adversity, giving to WCGS in 2009 increased by 25 percent over the previous year!

Should it surprise us that God blessed us with these gifts when the economic indicators would suggest it 
unlikely?  We believe that God spoke and our people responded.  Your gifts told us that you believe in the life-
changing work we are doing, shaping hearts and minds with eternal values in view.  Thank you for investing in 
the ministry of WCGS and providing more than $2 million in donations last year.

We’re thankful, too, for God’s perfect timing in regard to our current new campus project.  By His “delay” on the 
bidding of the project until 2009, we saved $1.5 million over construction estimates that were made in 2007.

Our work isn’t done.  As with every living and active ministry, WCGS needs sustaining support from all of its 
friends.  We are privileged to receive investments from so many of our Chalkboard readers.

Thank you for your partnership.

Chalkboard
WHEATON CHRISTIAN GRAMMAR SCHOOL

TRAINING AND NURTURING CHILDREN FOR GODLINESS AND EXCELLENCE
MARCH 2010

OuR MiSSiOn 
GOinG fORWaRd

HOW WCGS iS 
HelpinG HaiTi

RelOCaTiOn 
TiMeline annOunCedWCGS   530 E. Harrison Avenue   Wheaton, Illinois 60187   www.wheatonchristian.org

Boys’ Basketball
Teams Had 

Terrific Seasons

It was a wonderfully successful season for the seventh 
grade boys’ team. Key to their success was the ability to 
force turnovers and convert them for points, leading to 
a record of 15 wins and 2 losses. One special highlight 
for the team was an overtime win in the final game of 
the season to win the WDESA Conference Tournament 
Championship. The team included Chris Johnson, Soren 
Johnson, Elliot Kraus, Luke Lanham, Karsten Petersen, 
Ethan Peterson, Josh Prueter, Braden Martin, Sam 
Robbins, Charles Robin, Matt Rogers, Bryce Sandberg, 
and Nick Singleton, and was coached by junior high Bible 
teacher Mr. Mike Cherry.

The eighth grade boys’ experienced a season to remember. 
Loaded with talent, a desire to excel and succeed, and the 
willingness to give their all and play unselfish basketball, 
the boys finished the year with 20 wins and 2 losses. A few 
highlights of the season included a service opportunity at 
By The Hand ministries in Chicago, a fourteen-game win 

streak, and success as undefeated WDESA Conference 
Champions, WDESA Conference Tournament Champions, 
Consolation Champions of the Jay Stream Jayhawk Jam 
Tournament, and as second place finishers in the ACSI 
IL-WI Division 1 Tournament. Congratulations to Mark 
Anderson, Ryan Beck, Hank Bowen, Will Burdett, Graham 
Clark, James Drury, Jacob Fernandes, Matthew Hamm, 
Sam Hardy, Zeb Lewis, Stephen Myers, Clayton Thorson, 
Marshall West, JJ Wood, and Casey Zimmerman, along 
with their coach, Mr. Steve Clum.
Now underway…girls’ basketball and boys’ volleyball, 
soon to be followed by track!

Current school parents: 
Did you know that we have a 
referral incentive program? 
Visit our website for details.

Students and families pitch in to help Haiti
Within hours of Haiti’s 7.0 magnitude earthquake on January 12, Assistant 
Principal and Counselor Roger Burgess received a phone call from WCGS 
alumnus and Kids Alive missionary Jeff VanDerMolen (‘77) who serves in the 
Dominican Republic (eastern side of the island of Hispaniola) with Kids Alive 
International (KAI). Along with wife Ann (previously a WCGS teacher) and 
former WCGS parents Vic and Leslie Trautwein, Jeff had felt the earthquake, but 
assured Mr. Burgess that they and the children in their orphanages were fine.

Since KAI also has orphanages on the Haitian side of the island, and since many 
of the children they serve come from Haiti, it was clear that their ministry would 
have many opportunities to meet short- and long-term needs of the earthquake 
survivors. Within days, government officials alerted KAI that their orphanages 
would receive an influx of new children. The question was clear: how could 
WCGS – already supporting 11 children through KAI – assist further?

Initially, it was proposed that WCGS collect funds for emergency relief. To date, 
more than $4,780 has been received from WCGS students and their families! 
American Airlines reversed their policy on sending baggage to the DR so that a 
large shipment of sleeping bags and clothing could be delivered to orphaned and 
displaced children in conjunction with a church team from Downers Grove. With 
less than 24 hour’s notice of this opportunity, our WCGS families mobilized to 
provide a vast array of clothing, personal care kits, and medical supplies.

As WCGS students and their families responded to this crisis, they saw firsthand 
how God can use every one of us. In fact, that’s the theme (“God Uses Ordinary 
People”) of this year’s Missions Emphasis Weeks, taking place as you receive 
this Chalkboard (March 8-19). Please pray that the impact of the earthquake 
crisis and the Missions Emphasis Weeks would continue to make our students’ 
hearts tender to a world in need.

Grads Include WCGS In Their Wedding Album
After ’88 grads Greg Walstra 
and Ruth Dan got married last 
November, they scheduled 
a stop for photos at the front 
campus of WCGS. Read 
more of the story on the 
Connections/Alumni page of 
our website. Congratulations 
to Greg and Ruth!




