You’ll find much more news and many more photos at our website:

www.wheatonchristian.org.

We need your prayers for our
new campus!

The move to a new campus is not just a change of
address, it’s a spiritual journey.

This is God’s school. It’s His project.
“For nothing is impossible with God.” (Luke 1:37)

Would you join us in prayer? We’re completely dependent
upon the Lord for the completion of this project.

PRAY for the continued safety of our construction crews.

PRAY that our faith would be strengthened through this
process.

PRAY that we will stay on schedule for completion.

PRAY for a miracle: that God will move in the hearts of
His people to give the additional $4.6 million needed to
complete the project.

PRAY that the building would be fully paid for by the start
of school next year and that we would have no mortgage.

(Look for more praise and prayer points at our website.)

Taking children
“By The Hand”

Mike Rogers
Principal

| previously wrote about the

importance of both rigorous

academics and rigorous faith at WCGS. If you will
allow me to connect the head with academics, and
the head with faith, I'd like our Chalkboard readers to
know some of the ways in which we connect hands
with service.

Scripture repeatedly instructs us to bear fruit as

a witness of our faith, while it warns us of the
consequences of being a dead branch. One new way
in which WCGS students are bearing fruit this year is
through our partnership with By The Hand (BTH), an
after-school program with an emphasis on academics
and a commitment to nurturing the whole child—mind,
body and soul. Founded in Cabrini-Green and located
strategically throughout some of Chicago’s most
impoverished neighborhoods, BTH nourishes kids
physically, spiritually, and academically.

Every month, more than twenty of our junior high
students, along with some staff and parents, travel to
the Austin neighborhood and serve as much-needed
role models as they assist kids in grades 1-5 with
homework while they share their lives and model their
faith. Our students are serving as the hands of Jesus
as they labor in a part of His vineyard that is often
neglected and with tragic results.

If you’ve been involved at WCGS for any length of
time, you know that bearing fruit through service is
an important emphasis with our students. Whether
it’s our ongoing assistance to the homeless through
PADS, our regular involvement in local ESL classes,
music team visits to nursing homes, or this new
outreach in the inner city, we desire that each of our
students has an opportunity to make an impact on
their world.

“This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit,
showing yourselves to be my disciples” (John 15:8).
To God be the glory!



It was a wonderfully successful season for the seventh
grade boys’ team. Key to their success was the ability to
force turnovers and convert them for points, leading to

a record of 15 wins and 2 losses. One special highlight
for the team was an overtime win in the final game of
the season to win the WDESA Conference Tournament
Championship. The team included Chris Johnson, Soren
Johnson, Elliot Kraus, Luke Lanham, Karsten Petersen,
Ethan Peterson, Josh Prueter, Braden Martin, Sam
Robbins, Charles Robin, Matt Rogers, Bryce Sandberg,
and Nick Singleton, and was coached by junior high Bible
teacher Mr. Mike Cherry.

The eighth grade boys’ experienced a season to remember.
Loaded with talent, a desire to excel and succeed, and the
willingness to give their all and play unselfish basketball,
the boys finished the year with 20 wins and 2 losses. A few
highlights of the season included a service opportunity at
By The Hand ministries in Chicago, a fourteen-game win

Boys’ Basketball
Teams Had
Terrific Seasons

streak, and success as undefeated WDESA Conference
Champions, WDESA Conference Tournament Champions,
Consolation Champions of the Jay Stream Jayhawk Jam
Tournament, and as second place finishers in the ACSI
IL-WI Division 1 Tournament. Congratulations to Mark
Anderson, Ryan Beck, Hank Bowen, Will Burdett, Graham
Clark, James Drury, Jacob Fernandes, Matthew Hamm,
Sam Hardy, Zeb Lewis, Stephen Myers, Clayton Thorson,
Marshall West, JJ Wood, and Casey Zimmerman, along
with their coach, Mr. Steve Clum.

Now underway...girls’ basketball and boys’ volleyball,
soon to be followed by track!

Didn’t God Know About Our Weak Economy?

We all know that 2009 was a tough year for our economy. In December, the unemployment rate stood at
10 percent, twice as high as the average rate during the previous ten years. Yet, in spite of this economic
adversity, giving to WCGS in 2009 increased by 25 percent over the previous year!

Should it surprise us that God blessed us with these gifts when the economic indicators would suggest it

unlikely? We believe that God spoke and our people responded. Your gifts told us that you believe in the life-
changing work we are doing, shaping hearts and minds with eternal values in view. Thank you for investing in
the ministry of WCGS and providing more than $2 million in donations last year.

We’re thankful, too, for God’s perfect timing in regard to our current new campus project. By His “delay” on the
bidding of the project until 2009, we saved $1.5 million over construction estimates that were made in 2007.

Our work isn’'t done. As with every living and active ministry, WCGS needs sustaining support from all of its
friends. We are privileged to receive investments from so many of our Chalkboard readers.

Thank you for your partnership.
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