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Dear Kindergarten Parents,
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open our doors to a new class of Kindergarten students. Their
enthusiasm, smiles, and twinges of nervous anticipation are a
refreshing reminder of all that we love about working at WCGS.

The 201011 school year will be an historic year for the Grammar
School as we experience our first year at 1IN350 Taylor Drivg the
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are preparing for a wonderful experience for both students and
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educate, train and nurture children for godliness and excellence

We begin a nine-year investment into the life of your child, and,
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many caring faculty and staff, our desire and goal is for your child
to increase in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and
men, just as Jesus did (Luke 2:52).

Thank you for entrusting your child to our care and instruction.
We know your child will feel loved and accepted here, and that
they will experience increasing levels of intellectual, social, and
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with you in this sacred task.

Stephen E. Clum Michael D. Rogers
Head of School Pring

ipal
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Philosophy of Kindergarten

Considering the Whole Child

Phonics, the sound/symbol rela-

We believe that the purpose of a
Kindergarten program is to de-
velop the wholechild. Our goal
is to teach the child spiritually,
academically, socially, emotion-
ally, and physically. We com-
bine developmentand academic
experiences to reach this goal.

Our mission_of training and nur-
turing students for godliness and
excellencextends to our young-
est students as they enter Kin-
dergarten. The Kindergarten
program strives to develop a
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God as Creator, Sustainer, and
Savior. Prayer, a respect for and
regular use of the Bible, and

tionship, is central to our program.
We teach children how to blend
sounds to make words | a precur-
sor to learning to read. A wide
range of reading activities supple-
ments this process. These activi-
ties include daily reading aloud to
the children, a variety of writing
and drawing opportunities, ex-
panded vocabulary, exposure to
many kinds of printed materials,
and encouraging comprehension
of the written and spoken word.
Our classroom has an excellent
assortment of books, games, and

learning.

Diverse starting points . The Kin-
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in the world and in their daily
lives is integrated across all cur-
riculum areas.

Academically , we use a theme
based curriculum consisting of
reading readiness, language,
writing, math, science, social
studies, and an introduction to
age-appropriate authors. Our
approach includes activities per-
formed individually as well as
small and large group interac-
tion with stories and experi-
ences.

at a variety of stages in the reading
acquisition process. Those who
enter as readers are provided a
literature -rich environment where
they are encouraged to read and
write during regular activity time.
Journals promote further written
expression and creativity. More
advanced books are accessible for
those who are already reading.

Kindergarten is a time of discov-
ery, socialization, language devel-
opment, body image awareness,
and excitement about learning.
WCGS lays a strong foundation in
preparing the child for a successful
first grade experience.
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Program Goals

A consciousness of God in all areas of life.

An appreciation and love of Scripture as the Word of God.

An obedience to God and a trust in Him to supply every need.

An experience in public and private prayer life.

A positive attitude towards self, others, school, and learning with

a desire to explore, understand, and evaluate the world.

9 A respect for the different points of view, feelings, characteristics,
and abilities of others.

9 An ability to express themselves, and appreciate the expression
of others through many mediums including speaking and con-
versing, writing, art, music, and movement.

i Self-discipline and self-correction based

on an awareness of themselves and their

abilities and feelings, as well as those of oth
ers around them.

T An ability to make choices concerning

what to do and how to do it based on a per-

sonal sense of goals and an appreciation of
their own strengths and talents.

I The ability to choose a task, see it

through to completion, and then enjoy the

personal feelings of accomplishment.

9 An ability to engage with other children and adults in group
planning, cooperative effort, and shared leadership and responsi-
bility.

9 An ability to define problems which they experience in their
daily lives; then identify, choose, and implement solutions.

9 Skills and abilities in the arts, science, and physical movement

with which to explore and use their personal talents and energy.

Ideas in a thoughtful, organized manner when speaking.

Skills to read and comprehend different kinds of literature for the

purposes of developing as a reader and accessing information.

9 An ability to apply classification, pattern, spatial and temporal

concepts, and quantitative mathematical reasoning to situations

relevant to their lives and environment.

Problem solving and reasoning strategies.

Strategies of addition, subtraction, and estimation.

Skill in recognizing patterns and their mathematical relation-

ships.
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Curriculum...materials...publishers

BIBLE
God & Me. ACSI, 1995

Units include God Made My World, God Cares for

Me, God Sent Jesus, God Teaches Me, God Gives Me
Friends, and God Helps Me. Creation, the fruit of the Spirit, friendship,
forgiveness, prayer, the plan of Salvation, and following Him are among
concepts covered.

// LANGUAGE ARTS (Phonics, Reading, Writing,
Z Literature, Spelling)

Jolly Phonics. Learning Ltd., 1998, third edition
Reading Street Scott Foresman, 2007
Phonemic Awareness. Michael Heggerty, 2005

Students participate in print -rich activities, journaling, author and genre
studies, phonemic awareness, reading readiness, writing and much
more. The moveable alphabet manipulative tool enhances the learning
of letter sounds, letter formation, isolated phonemes, blending, and
language development. The curriculum prioritizes listening, viewing,
writing and speaking skills.

HANDWRITING
Handwriting . Zaner-Bloser, 2003

Instruction focuses on formation and legibility and
includes positioning body, paper, and book; learning
basic strokes, writing letters and numerals, and
applying skills through writing activities. Please note
our handwriting and pencil grip illustrations on pages 14 and 15 of this
handbook.
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Curriculum...materials...publishers

MATHEMATICS

Mathematics. Scott Foresman, Diamond Edition, 2008
Math manipulatives and teacher -generated materials

Concepts include positioning and sorting, graphing and

patterns, understanding and using numbers through 31,
measurements, time and money, solids, plane shapes,

parts and wholes, number relationships, addition and subtraction
sentences, counting to 100, and skip counting.

SOCIAL STUDIES
Social Studies Macmillan McGraw Hill, 2005

Students cover aspects of culture (responsibilities and
roles within community), physical (geographic)
characteristics of neighborhoods, cities, countries, and the Earth,
overview of government, citizenship, rudimentary economic
relationships, time sequences, inventions, and contributions of historical
figures.

SCIENCE
Harcourt Science. Harcourt, 2005

Contents include animal classification, habitats,
movements and life cycle, plants, earth, land, and air,

weather and seasons, physical properties, and water
properties/actions.

SPECIALS

Music, physical education, computer and library
are also important weekly elements of our
curriculum! The Full -Day program also has Art.
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